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Gyvenimo kelias

Gyvenime Vytautas Kazakevicius kryptingai éjo archeologijos keliu. Tai atspindi ir jo
biografija. V. Kazakevicius gimé 1951 m. spalio 11 d. Kapsuke (dabar — Marijampole),
Cia baigé viduring mokykla. 1969-1974 m. studijavo Vilniaus pedagoginio instituto
(dabar — universiteto) Istorijos fakultete, o jj pabaiges tais paiais metais pradéjo
dirbti Lietuvos istorijos instituto Archeologijos skyriuje. Cia dirbo tris desimtis metu,
i$ kuriy septynis (1987—1994 m.) buvo skyriaus vadovas. Naujy idejy ir sumanymy
vedamas V. KazakeviCius paCioje gyvenimo pabaigoje (2005 m.).pergjo dirbti j
Klaipedos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos instituta.

V. Kazakevigius pasizyméjo reiklumu ir darb$tumu. Siuos reikalavimus kélg sau, to
paties reikalavo i$ aplinkiniy. IS Cia kilo ir Vytauto principingumas. Kiti jo bruozai:
punktualumas, racionalumas ir taupumas gali bati priskiriami suvalkieciy charakterio
savybems.

Mandagumas ir paslaugumas Vytautui teiké humaniSkos asmenybés bruozy, o visg
gyvenima jj lydéjusi Sypsena ir humoras, llonos VaSkeviCitités Zodziais tariant, léme,
kad jis visur — tarp kolegy ir paSaliniy — buvo savas.

V. Kazakeviciaus portretas nebdty pabaigtas, jeigu nepaminétume, kad laisvg nuo
archeologijos laika jis skyré Zvejybai. Tai buvo svarbi jo gyvenimo filosofijos da-
lis. Kartais Vytautas pats tikindavo, kad archeologijai skirias laisvg nuo Zvejybos
laika! Tikra harmonija tarp Siy dviejy sriCiy vyravo vasaros ekspedicijy metu, mat
tyrinéjami paminklai (visy pirma Plinkaigalio ir KalniSkiy kapinynai) buvo zuvingy
upiy pakrantese...

Race -8
Throughout his entire life Vytautas Kazakevicius was single-mindedly following the
road of archaeology. Reflection of this is evident in his biography: he was born on
October 11, 1951 in Kapsukas (now — Marijampolé), graduated here from secondary
school. In1969-1974 he studied in Vilnius Pedagogical Institute (now = university),
faculty of history and after graduation started working in Institute of History, depart-
ment of Archaeology. He spent there 30 years and seven of them (1987-1994) in
position of a head of department. Led by new ideas and plans at the very-end of his life
(2005) V. Kazakevicius moved to Klaipéda and started working in Klaipéda university,
Institute of history and archaeology of the Baltic region. .

V. KazakeviCius as a personality was strict and diligent, firstly to himself and then to
people surrounding him. It also was the source of Vytautas* integrity. His other features
— punctuality, rationality and prudence — might be treated as common features of
character among people, originating from south-western Lithuania.

Politeness and civility were features, which added to the portrait of Vytautas as a
accompanied him throughout his entire life, augured that everywhere'—among col-
leagues and outsiders — he was treated as an insider.

The portrait of V. KazakeviCius would not be completed without mentioning that all his
free time was devoted to fishing. It is also a very significant part of life philosophy.
Sometimes Vytautas himself liked to say that he was dedicating to archaeology all the
time, which remained free from fishing! A true harmony was dominating between these
two spheres during summer expeditions, as examined monuments (firstly Plinkaigalis
and KalniSkiai cemeteries) happened to be next to coastal areas of fishy rivers...



Akademiné veikla

V. Kazakeviiaus moksliniy interesy centre — gelezies amziaus balty genciy
ginkluoteé. llgalaikiy tyrimy rezultatus atspindi daktaro ir habilituoto moksly dak-
taro disertacijos (1984 ir 1996 m.), monografijos ir straipsniai.

Lietuvos archeologijoje Vytautas tesé moksling tradicija, pagrista grieztu
tipologijos metodo taikymu, artefakty tyrimais ir saikinga jy interpretacija.
Gelezies amzZiaus balty genciy ieciy (ietigaliy), skydy (antskydZiy), kovos kirviy,
kalavijy, stréliy (stréliy antgaliy) analizés pagrindu ir (arba) atsizvelgdamas |
uzsienio Saliy tyrimy patirt], V. Kazakevicius pasitlé keletg Siuos radinius
tipologizuojanciy schemy. Cia gltdi didZioji jo moksliniy tyrimy verte.

Kita tyrimy kryptis, kuri puikiai atskleidé V. Kazakeviciaus, kaip archeologo
tyréjo, paSaukima, — tai dviejy IV=VI a. vidurio Lietuvos kapinyny tyrimai ir re-
giono etnokultdrinés situacijos placiaja prasme analizé.

1978-1984 m. Plinkaigalio kapinyne, Kédainiy r., iStirta daugiau kaip 4500 kv.
m., rasti 4 vélyvojo neolito, 360 Ill-VI a., 8 VIl a. Zzmoniy kapai ir 4 apie VIl a.
datuojami Zirgy kapai. Didelés apimties tyrinéjimy, gausiy ir jvairiy radiniy, ge-
rai iSlikusios antropologinés medziagos ir visg tai apibendrinan¢ios monografi-
jos déka (Lietuvos archeologija, Vilnius, 1993, t. 10) Plinkaigalio kapinynas
tapo etaloniniu V-Vl a. paminklu, o jo tyréjas pelné tauty kraustymosi laikotarpio
specialisto reputacija.

1985, 1989-2004 m. KalniSkiy kapinyne, Raseiniy ., istirtas beveik 3000 kv.
m. plotas, rasti 256 V-VI a. kapai ir 1 XI-XII a. kapas. Medziaga publikuota Li-
etuvos ir uzsienio spaudoje. Siuos duomenis planuota apibendrinti baigus viso
kapinyno tyrimus. Taciau planams nebuvo lemta iSsipildyti dél 1Sy trikumo
(paskutinius SeSerius metus buvo dirbama visuomeniniais pagrindais!) ir Vy-
tauto mirties. Tiesa, tarpiniai tyrimy rezultatai jvairiomis progomis yra paskelbti
(Lietuvos archeologija, Vilnius, 1999, t. 18, p. 57-67).

V. KazakeviCius nemazai démesio skyré archeologijos Saltiniy publikavimui — tai
jau minéta Plinkaigalio kapinyno tyringjimams skirta monografija, 2000 m. paskel-
bti 19851989 m. tyrinéty Visétiskiy ir Miskiniy (abu — AnykScCiy r.) pilkapyny
duomenys. Paskutiniais gyvenimo metais Vytautas spaudai rengé 1976-1979
m. L. Vaitkunskienés tyrinéto Zasino kapinyno (Silalés r.), kurio tyrimuose pats
dalyvavo, publikacijg. Deja, §j darbg spéta tik pradéti.

Be to, artimiausiu metu i$ spaudos iSeis iS vokieCiy kalbos iSverstas Karlo
fon Smito (Carl von Schmith) 1863 m. rankrastinis veikalas ,Necrolithuanica.
PagoniSkuose prieSistoriniuose kapuose rastos senienos ir atvaizdai <...>" su
iSsamiais Vytauto komentarais archeologinei daliai.

Paminétinas dar vienas neabejotinai svarbus V. Kazakeviciaus akademinés veiklos
momentas. Tai Lietuvos archeologijos tyrimy sklaida uzsienio kalbomis. 1990-
aisiais, atsivérus gelezinei uzdangai, Sis klausimas tapo nepaprastai aktualus.
Atsiradus galimybei parengé pirmajj ,Archaeologia Baltica“ numerj (1995 m.),
véliau Vytautas su Vladu Zulkumi ir kitais pagalbininkais paruo$é dar keturis Sio
Zurnalo numerius.

Siandien sunku jsivaizduoti Lietuvos, taip pat ir balty archeologijos studija,
kurioje nebaty remiamasi V. Kazakeviciaus jdirbiu. Mokslo darby déka jis tarp
Lietuvos ir kaimyniniy Saliy archeology pelné autoriteta, buvo kolegy laukiamas
ir gerbiamas. Tiesa, pats retai tuo didZiavosi, mielai dalijosi savo ziniomis ir
patirtimi, taip pat knygomis i§ asmeninés bibliotekos (Vytauto valia po mirties
ji perduota Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos in-
stituto bibliotekai).

Musy atmintyje Vytautas — tauri asmenybé, darbstus ir valingas profesionalas.



Academic activity

Weaponry of Baltic tribes from the Iron Age was in the centre of V. KazakeviCius' scientific
interests. Doctor and habil. doctors dissertations (1984 and 1996), summarizing studies
and articles are reflections of long-term research results.

In Lithuanian archaeology Vytautas pursued scientific tradition, based on strict employ-
ment of typology method, analysis of artefacts and their rational interpretation. On the basis
of spears (spearheads), shields (shield bosses), battle-axes, swords, arrows (arrowheads)
analysis and (or) with respect to experience of foreign researchers V. Kazakevicius pro-
posed a couple of schemes, typologizing these finds. The greatest value of his-scientific
researches lie behind this.

Another trend of researshes, which perfectly revealed V. Kazakevicius® calling to be an ar-
chaeologist — researcher, was exploration of two cemeteries in central Lithuania, dated by
4th — 6th centuries and analysis of ethno-cultural situation of the region in wider sense.

In 1978-1984 in Plinkaigalis cemetery, Kédainiai distr. area of over 4500 sg. m was ex-
plored, 4 human graves, dated by Late Neolithic, 360 graves of 3rd — 6th centuries, 8
human graves of 7th century and 4 graves of horses, dated by 7th century were examined.
Thanks to huge amount of explorations, abundant and different artefacts, well-preserved
anthropological material and summarizing study (Lietuvos archeologija, Vilnius, 1993, vol.
10) Plinkaigalis cemetery became a benchmark for monuments of 5th — 6th centuries and
their researcher won a reputation of an expert in Migration period.

In 1985, 1989-2004 the area of almost 3000 sg. m was explored in KalniSkiai cemetery,
Raseiniai distr., resulting in 256 graves of 5th — 6th centuries and 1 grave of 11th — 12th.
Data planned to be summarized after completion of entire explorations in the cemetery. The
plans, however, were doomed to failure due to lack of money (last-six years were spent,
working on voluntary basis) and Vytautas' death. Intermediate results of researches had
been published on different occasions (Lietuvos archeologija, Vilnius, 1999 vol. 18, p.
57-67).

Generally speaking, V. Kazakevicius paid attention to publication of archaeological sourc-
es. Above study was about exploration of Plinklaigalis cemetery. In 2000 material about
Visétiskiai and Miskiniai (both from AnykScCiai distr.) barrows, explored in 1985-1989, were
published. During his last years Vytautas was preparing a publication about Zasinas cem-
etery (Silalé distr.), explored by L. Vaitkunskiené in 1976-1979. He himself participated in
exploration. Unfortunately, it was only the start.

Besides, in the nearest future manuscript work of Carl von Schmnh Necrohthuamca Antig-
uities and images, discovered in pagan pre-historic graves <...>", dated 1863, franslated
from German and containing exhaustive comments of Vytautas regarding archaeological
part of it, will appear.

One more undoubtedly significant moment in academic activity of V. Kazakevi€ius should be
mentioned. That is a spread of Lithuanian archaeological researches in foreign languages.
In 1990, after opening of iron curtain, this question became important in- particular. Right
after the first issue of , Archaeologia Baltica” (1995) was published. Later it was followed by
another four issues, edited by Vytautas together with Viadas Zulkus and their mates.
Nowadays it is difficult to imagine a study in Lithuanian and Baltic archaeology without ref-
erences to contribution of V. Kazakevicius. Due to scientific studies he made a good name
for himself among archaeologists of neighbouring countries, was welcome and respect-
able among colleagues. It's true, he was very seldom proud of that, shared his knowledge,
experience and books from his private library with pleasure. The last-mentioned (as per
Vytautas' will after his death) was transfered to the library of the ,Institute of history and
archaeology of the Baltic region®.

In our memory Vytautas will remain as a noble-minded personality, a very diligent and
strong-willed professional.



Etnografinéje eskpedicijoje 1976 metais
During ethnological field-work in 1976

Pirmokas. Kartu su tévais 1958 metais / First-former with parents 1958 Su kolege Anna Bitner-Wrdblewska lanko archeologijos paminklus Lenkijoje
With colleague Anna Bitner-Wrdblewska visiting archaeological sites in Poland

2000 m. tarp kolegy konferencijos Pali$éje metu / Among the colleagues in the conference at Palasé 2000
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1991 m. kasinéjant Kalniskiy kapinyng (Raseiniy rajonas)
During excavations of Kalniskiai cemetery in Raseiniai district 1991

Nakting Zvejyba / Night fishing

2004 m. darbo kambaryje Lietuvos istorijos institute
In the workroom at the Lithuanian Institute of History

Kartu s J. Peder Lammu ir M. Luoka Nidos
konferencijos metu1994 metais. With colleagues
J. Peder Lamm and M. Luoka during the conference
in Nida 1994

1997 metais kartu su Viadu Zulkumi i$éjus
Archaeologia Baltica antrajam tomui. With Viadas
Zulkus after publishing second volume of Archagolo-
gia Baltica in 1997
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Monografijos / Monographs

Opywue 6anTtckix nnemeH II-VIII Beko Ha Tepputopum JuTesl, BunbHioc: Mokcnac,
1988.

Plinkaigalio kapinynas, Lietuvos archeologija, Vilnius: Mokslo ir enciklopedijy lei-
dykla, 1993, t. 10, p. 3-181.

[X-XIIl'a. balty kalavijai, Vilnius: Alma littera, 1996.

Gelezies amziaus strélés Lietuvoje II-XII/XIll ., Vilnius: Gen. J. Zemaigio Lietuvos karo
akademija, 2004.

Kitos publikacijos / Selected publications

Boesble Tonopbl Ha TeppuTopun Jutebl u Benopyceun. In: [pesHocTy
Benopyccuu v Niutebl, MuHck, 1982, ¢. 71-80.

MorpebeHne ¢ HaKOHEYHWUKOM CTPEnbl U3 MOrunbHWKa [nuHkanramme,
CogeTckast apxeonorusi, Mocksa, 1986, Ne 3, c. 238-243.

The Find of an East European Sword Quillon in a Barrow in Visétiskes, AnykSciai dis-
trict, Lithuania, Fornvannen, 1992, vol. 87, p. 176-179.

Sword Chapes from Lithuania. In: Die Kontakte zwischen Ostbaltikum und Skandina-
vien im friihen Mittelalter. Stockholm, 1992, p. 91—107.

The Great Migration Period and the Balts according to the archaeological data from
Lithuania. In: Pergrinatio Gothica Ill. Oslo, 1992, p. 91-102. L

Das Gréberfeld von Plinkaigalis als Quelle der baltischen ethnischen Geschichte:in Li-
tauen. In: Prehistoric Graves as a Source of Information. Uppsala, 1994, p. 111—128.

Some Debatable Questions Concerning the Armament of the Viking Period in Lithua-
nia. In: Fasciculi Archaeologiae Historicae. Fasciculus VII. £0dz, 1994, p. 37-44.

Situation ethnoculturelle des Baltes au milieu du ler millénaire de notre ére.:ln:
L'identité des populations archéologoques. Sophia Antipolis, 1996,9. 80-94.
Topory bojowe typu M. Chronologia i pochodzenia na Ziemiach Baftow... In:
Stowianiszczyzna w Europie Sredniowiecznej. Wroctaw, 1996, t. 2, 5. 233-241.

.
Dél E tipo ietigaliy ornamentuotomis jmovomis chronologijos irkilmés, Archaeologia
Lituana, Vilnius: VU leidykla, 1999, t. 1, p. 179-196.

VisétiSkiy pilkapynas, Lietuvos archeologija, Vilnius: Diemedzio-leidykla, 2000, t. 20,
p. 21-99.

Petijumi  Visétisku uzkalninakapulauka Lietuvas Selijas dala, Latvijas Zinatnu
Akadémijas Vestis, Riga, 2001, 55 séj., nr. 5/6, Ipp. 83-93.

In Search of Baltic-Scandinavian weaponry relations. In: Vi far tacka Lamm. Stockholm,
2001, p. 91-101.

Decorated Pottery from the KalniSkiai Migration Period Cemetery in Lithuania, Arheolo-
giga Ladnemeremaades. Muinasaja teadus 13. Tallinn-Tartu, 2003, p. 105-118.

Vertikaliai jsmeigti ginklai Lietuvos gelezies amziaus paminkluose, Lietuvos aukStyjy
mokykly mokslo darbai. Istorija, Vilnius: VPU, 2004, t. 49-50, p. 3-12. (Bendra-
autorius A. Malonaitis).
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