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INTRODUCTION

7}_; Plate Volume contains the illustrations of those twenty-five Wisby armours which
could be reconstructed. The illustrations of each suit of armour are arranged in the fol-
lowing way. First there are photographs of the armour with its various parts mounted on
a lay figure of cork. Cardboard models are here substituted for missing plates or such as
could not be mounted on account of their fragmentary condition. These photographs
begin with a picture of the armour taken obliquely from the front, usually large-scale;
the next plate shows pictures of every side of the armour (front, left, right and back), pro-
vided they were sufficiently complete to be mounted. The armours 21, 22 and 24, being
of more complicated construction, are also photographed from above and obliquely from
the back. Armour 25 is represented by photographs of a model in iron, since the original
iron lamellae are so damaged that they cannot be mounted on the lay figure. Then
follow illustrations of the various parts of the armour 7n situ, wherever their relative posi-
tions have been determinated — photographs first, then measured drawings. When
several illustrations are found necessary to show the position of the find, those of the
top layer will, of course, come first, and then the underlying layers in succession.
Finally follow the measured drawings of the various plates and other parts of the armour,
and these are, as far as possible, placed beside each other in the order they occupy in the
reconstruction. Here dotted lines represent missing plates, buckles etc., as well as parts
thereof, wherever these could be reconstructed with reasonable certainty. In regard to
the armours 24 and 25 with their many similarly shaped plates, a different system has been
adopted with respect to these latter measured drawings, in that on one plate of each (pls.
131 and 144), the main types occurring, have been summarized, while the following one
(pls. 132 and 145) gives a reconstruction of the whole armour with the various parts over-
lapping. As to the numbers of the iron plates or lamellae for these two armours, it should
be noted that in cases where the numbers for a series of plates or lamellae are in sequence,
only the first and last have been given. But on pls. 132 and 145, those parts which are to
be found on pls. 131 and 144 have also been indicated by numbers. On pl. 145 the rivet-
heads have been shaded obliquely in order to distinguish them clearly from the holes.
Larger rivets indicate that the rivet-head was on the outside (the side facing the spectator),
smaller ones, that the rivet-head was on the inside. In armour 235, the two drawings of the
two sides of the armour in situ (pls. 140, 141) have, because the rows overlap and very
largely conceal one another, been supplemented by two drawings (pls. 142, 143), showing
the separate rows independently; the relative positions of the lamellae are, however, re-
tained within the different rows. The numbers of the lamellae have been inserted only
on the latter drawings. All measured drawings are reproduced on a scale of 1:4. Crosses
indicate rivet-heads on the under-sides of the plates.



TYPES

Type 1.
Coat of plates.

Horizontal and vertical plates on
the front. Ogpening in the back.
Armours 1—7. Pls. 2—38.

Type III.
Coat of plates.

Vertical plates, on the front in
three or more rows. Opening in
back. Bottom edge of skirt
aligned with the sides.

Armours 16—18. Pls. 73—84.

Type V.
Coat of plates.

Many rows of small vertical plates.

Opening in centre of front.
Armour 24. Pls. 115—132.

PrL. 1

Type II.
Coat of plates.

Vertical plates, on the front in
two rows. Opening in the back.
Armours 8—r15. Pls. 30—72.

Type IV.
Coat of plates.

Vertical plates, on the front in
three or more rows. Opening in
one or both sides. Bottom edge
of skirt below that of the sides.
Armours 19—23. Pls. 85-—116.

Type VI.
Lamellar Armour.

Thongs through holes.
Armour 25. Pls. 133—145.
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PL. 145

ARMOUR 25
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