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SECOND INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH
CONFERENCE ON THE HISTORY OF ARMS
AND ARMOR IN KYIV, UKRAINE*

BY DENYs TOICHKIN

1. INTRODUCTION

The second international weaponology conference was held from May 16 to
18, 2016 in Kyiv, Ukraine (see the report for the first edition of the conference
in Toichkin & Khorasani, 2014). The conference was organized by Nation-
al Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, National Museum of History of Ukraine,
National Military History Museum of Ukraine, Institute of History of Ukraine
and supported by Feldman Family Museum (Ukraine), Lezo group (Ukraine),
«Razmafzar» international research group and «AnTHKBap» [Antiquary] journal
(Ukraine). The organizers of the conference were Mr. Denys Toichkin (Institute
of History of Ukraine), Ms. Tetyana Sosnovska (Head of the National Museum
of History of Ukraine), Mr. Vladislav Taranets (Head of the National Museum
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*  Republished with changes from: Revista de Artes Marciales Asidticas (2017), 11 (2), 116-121.
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of Military History of Ukraine) and Mr. Valeriy Smolij (Head of the Institute of
History of Ukraine). One should note that such an event took place in Ukraine
for the second time. The conference had an international nature with many re-
searchers from different countries, many of them visited the academic forum for
the second time. Although the development of archaeological research and the
history of weapon collecting in Ukraine have a venerable long history, the weap-
onology as an auxiliary historical discipline in Ukraine is relatively a new sci-
ence. Nevertheless, a community of professional researchers engaged in study-
ing the history of historical arms and armor established a center of research to
organize an event in Ukraine.While the first conference was foundational, the
second one turns this event into a continuing tradition. To present the latest sci-
entific trends, it was important to invite well-known international and Ukrainian
researchers.The speakers were: a) Ms. Iryna Forostyan (Metropolitan Museum
of Art, Security Department, the Fund Research of Ancient Civilization; Muse-
um of Trypillya, NY, USA), b) Dr. Manouchehr Moshtagh Khorasani (Razmafzar
Organization and M. Khorasani Consulting, Frankfurt a. M., Germany), c) Mr.
Andrea Lupo Sinclair (Federazione Italiana Scherma Antica e Storica, Histor-
ical Fencing for the Italian Sport and Education Center, Milano, Italia), d) Mr.
Andriy Paniv (Lviv Historical Museum, Lviv, Ukraine), e) Mr. Roman Prokh-
vatilo (Vasyl Krychevsky Poltava Local Historical Museum, Poltava, Ukraine),
f) Prof. laroslav Lebedynsky (National Institute of Eastern Languages and Civ-
ilizations, Paris, France), g) Mr. Vitalij Kalinichenko (Yuriy Fedkovych Cher-
nivtsi National University, Chernivtsi, Ukraine), h) Dr. Artem Papakin, (Taras
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Kiyv, Ukraine), i) Dr. Svyatoslav Ter-
sky (Lviv Polytechnic National University, Lviv, Ukraine), j) Dr. Vyacheslav
Grekov (Vasyl Karazin Kharkiv National University, Kharkiv, Ukraine), k) Dr.
Anna Feuerbach (Hofstra University; Nassau Community College, NY, USA),
1) Dr. Yury Bokhan (Belarussian State Economic University, Minsk, Republic of
Belarus), m) Dr. Vladimir Hutsul (Uzhhorod National University, Uzhhorod,
Ukraine), n) Dr. Volodymyr Prokopenko (Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry and
Petrochemistry of National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Kiyv, Ukraine),
0) Dr. Oleksij Sokyrko (Taras Shevchenko National Uuniversity of Kyiv, Kiyv,
Ukraine), p) Dr. Olena Popelnytska (National Museum of History of Ukraine,
Kyiv, Ukraine), q) Mr. Svyatoslav Sychevs’kyj (Independent researcher, Kyiv,
Ukraine), r) Dr. Dmytro Kolyadenko (Vinnitsa National Agrarian University,
Vinnitsa, Ukraine), s) Mr. Roman Grigoriev (Oleksander Dovzhenko Glukh-
iv National Pedagogical University, Glukhiv, Ukraine) t) Dr. Olena Pohodi-
ashcha (National Museum of History of Ukraine, Kyiv, Ukraine), u) Dr. Oleg
Malchenko (Mykhailo Hrushevsky Institute of Ukrainian Archaeography and
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Source Studies, Kiyv, Ukraine), v) Ms.
Mariana Verkhoturova (Lviv Polytech-
nic National University, Lviv, Ukraine)
w) Ms. Olena Shevchenko (National
Museum of History of Ukraine, Ky-
iv, Ukraine), and x) Dr. Oleksander
Seredyuk (Independent researcher, in-
structor of Combat Hopak, Rokyni,
Volynreg, Ukraine).

2. Tue CONFERENCE

The first speaker, Ms. Iryna Foros-
tyan, sent greetings from the headquar-
ters of Arms and Armor Department of
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and

All Cossack Historical Museum New
Kuban to the organizers and partici-
pants of the conference. Ms. Forostyan
emphasized the lack of large perma-

RIS

Manouchehr Moshtagh Khorasani:
«An Interpretation of Archery techniques
in Persian Archery Manuals: a Practical

nent exhibitions of Ukrainian collec-
tions worldwide. She also shared new
contemporary methods of organizing US museum collections and ways of at-
tracting new visitors and participants.

The report of the well-known researcher of Iranian arms and armor Dr. Ma-
nouchehr Moshtagh Khorasani was named «An Interpretation of Archery tech-
niques in Persian Archery Manuals: A Practical Application». The goal of his
speech was to analyze and compare the archery techniques described in five
different Persian archery manuals of the 16-18" centuries. The author described
three parts of Persian archery manuals to establish a set of techniques for shoot-
ing with a Persian composite bow: a) grasping the bow grip, b) foot archery and
horseback archery and c) drawing methods. Although some techniques such
as sitting and standing positions are easier to follow, other techniques such as
grasping the bow are sometimes harder to follow. Future research and findings
in new Persian archery manuals will shed more light on this interesting subject.

Mr. Andrea Lupo Sinclair presented a large topic titled «Historical Overview
of the Progression of Fencing and Fighting Systems in Italy Compared to the
Development of the Weapons and Social Context».

By analyzing the development of cold steel in Italy and local manuscripts, the
author concluded that by the end of the 16™ century, the fencing was becoming

Application».
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an art in itself, focusing on the use of a single sword. The sword became longer
and thinner and more thrust-oriented by taking long attacking steps and lung-
es. The author detailed the foundations of a so-called «New School» of fencing
beginning in the middle of the 17" century and its development.

In his report «Exhibiting Historical Weapons in the Lviv Historical Museum:
Problems and Solutions» Mr. Andriy Paniv briefly examined the collection of
historical weapons in Lviv Historical Museum and the prospects of updating
the exhibition in the «Arsenal» Department.

Mr. Roman Prokhvatilo continued with his speech elaborating the museum’s
tasks: «Arms and Armor Collection in the Vasyl Krychevsky Poltava Regional
History Museum. History of the Creation and Perspectives of Development».
The author observed the history of Poltava Regional History Museum from its
foundation until the present time, paid special attention to the formation of the
great collection of historical weapon and presented the project of a new arms
and armor exhibition.

In his presentation titled «From Sarmatia to Gaul: Three presumably Alan
“notched” blades» found in France», Prof. Iaroslav Lebedynsky examined the
unique archaeological finds. This study mainly expanded the known area of
distribution of the notched blades in the past. The author also pointed out the
possible ritual use of such swords and concluded that the three notched blades
found in France could be attributed to the first-generation Barbarian immigrants
in Gaul - corresponding to the finds from the France and most probably they
could even be attributed to Alans. They are virtually identical to and contem-
porary with the examples from Central and Eastern Europe. Therefore, the au-
thor concluded that the notched blades had the same practical or ritual use. He
added that future discoveries and the analysis of the available materials would
provide additional information on the topic.

The report of Mr. Vitalij Kalinichenko was titled «New Findings of Medi-
eval Weapons in the Ruhotyn Hillfort (Korneshty, Ukraine)». It was devoted
to the analysis of the medieval weapons found during the research of Ruho-
tyn Hillfort (Korneshty tract near Ruhotyn village, Ukraine). These included
weapons for close and distant combat and rider and horse outfit and equip-
ment. Melee weapons comprised an axe, a collection of sabers including the
pommel, and fragments of a pallash scabbard. The items of long-range weap-
ons consisted of arrowheads and parts of quivers. The protective gear includ-
ed fragments of a mail armor. The authors carried out a detailed analysis and
classification of artifacts. The researched materials could provide crucial in-
formation on the military and political history of the medieval population in
the Middle Dniester.
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Andrea Lupo Sinclair:
«Historical Overview of the
Progression of Fencing and
Fighting Systems in Italy
Compared to the Develop-
ment of the Weapons and
WA VAN | . Social Context».

The question of the place of manufacture and trading of arms and armor that
were found in the Old Russian archaeological sites is one of the traditional prob-
lems in archaeological and arms and armor studies. However, it continues to
be relevant even today. In the report titled «The Helmets and Eastern contacts
of Ruthenia and Poland (10" - early 11" centuries)» Dr. Artem Papakin stud-
ied the origins of the helmet type II (after A. Kirpichnikov) — the most common
type in the 10" and early 11" centuries in Central-Eastern Europe. These hel-
mets were discovered in Ukraine, Russia, Poland and Hungary, and are usual-
ly regarded to be manufactured in early mediaeval Ruthenia or Poland. The au-
thor suggested that the type Il helmets derived from the 8-9* centuries Khazar
helmets. The first known specimen of this type was found in the Magyar buri-
al of the 9" century. The author discussed the possible ways of the distribution
of this type of helmet from the Khazar Khaganate through Eastern and Central
Europe due to migrations, long-distance trade and warfare.

In his report titled «The Swords from Belz in the Collection of Lviv Historical
Museum», Dr. Svyatoslav Tersky revealed interesting information regarding the
study of medieval swords found in Belz (Ukraine). The author examined two
important swords from the Lviv Museum collection and delved into the prov-
enance and history of distribution of such sword types in the Ukrainian lands.
He compared their morphology and marks with the known samples from West-
ern European museums. Through a comparative analysis, the author dated the
swords from the second half of the 14" and the early of 15" centuries respectively.
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The report of Dr. Vyacheslav Grekov titled «The Ancient Icons as the His-
torical Sources for Study of Arms and Armor» dealt with important topics
for the usage of the iconographical sources in the study of weapons complex
of warriors of South-Western Rus. The author stressed that the strong ortho-
dox art traditions forced artists to portray objects following strict rules and
traditions. That is why the depicted arms and armors on icons significantly
differ from the real prototypes. Dr. Vyacheslav Grekov showed the samples
of images of common Christians Saints and their weapons and found specif-
ic local features in the images of their arms and armor. For this purpose, the
author analyzed thirteen icons with the early Saint character of Rus — Bo-
ris and Gleb.

Dr. Anna Feuerbach, a well-known specialist in the field of history of the
technology, production and decoration of antique weapons gave a speech titled
«Trade in Swords and Sabers between the Khazars, Rus / Vikings, and the Is-
lamic World during the 9-10" centuries». Her presentation was devoted to the
discovery of the so-called «Ulfberht» swords that were made of crucible steel,
most likely imported from the Islamic lands to the south-east reinforcing the ev-

Anna Feuerbach (right): « Trade in Swords and Sabers between the Khazars, Rus / Vikings,
and the Islamic World during the 9"—10" centuries».
On the left: Denys Toichkin and Iryna Forostyan.
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idence found in historical documents.
By combining artifactual and textual
evidence, the author explored the trade
of arms between these distinct cultur-
al regions.

Among the most recent Ukrainian
studies devoted to the history of mili-
tary technologies, one should consid-
er the speech of Dr. Volodymyr Hutsul
titled «The Armament of Household
Troops (Curiensis) of Jan Olbracht Jagi-
ellon, King of Poland, based the Regis-
try of 1500». The author used written
and iconographic sources to investi-
gate the weapon and ammunition of
elite noble troops, the so-called «cu-
riensis» of the Polish-Lithuanian Com-

laroslav Lebedynsky: «From Sarmatia
monwealth. to Gaul: Three presumably Alan «notched
Another report of Dr. Yury Bokhan  blades» found in Francen.

«The Features of Armaments in Belar-

usian Lands of Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the End of 14-15™ centuries» stud-
ied the development of arms and armor in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania at the
period of the second half of the 14-15" centuries. The author examined archae-
ological, pictorial and written sources and concluded that the Eastern military
traditions were gradually replaced by Western European influences in that pe-
riod. One of the largest distributor of weapons to the lands of the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania in 14-15" centuries was Poland.

Two more reports dealt with a very topical problem of studying of «Kord» —
the type of the long-bladed, one edged-weapon, popular in the 15-16" centu-
ries in the Central and Eastern Europe, the Balkan states, even in England and
Scandinavia. The speech of Dr. Dmytro Kolyadenko was titled «Kords, their
Distribution and Significance in Ruthenian Lands in 15-16" centuries». The au-
thor suggested that the design features of kords suggested that they were made
in knife workshops by the guilds of knifemakers. This design should be tak-
en into consideration while determining and classifiying kords as large combat
knives. The report of Mr. Svyatoslav Sychevs’kyj «The Kords: Late Medieval
Cold Weapons from the New Acquisitions of the National Museum of Histo-
ry of Ukraine» was dedicated to the study of three kords found in Ternopil and
Chernivtsi regions (Ukraine). The kords are unique findings that deepen our
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knowledge about the weapon complex in Ukrainian lands of the Late Medie-
val and Early Modern Time periods.

A collection of two armor sets examined by Dr. Olena Popelnytska was pre-
sented in her report «Armor of Francesco de Medici of the second half of the
16™ century and Armor of Italian Rider of early 17" century in the Collection
of the National Museum of History of Ukraine». Both armor suits were made
in Italy in the second half of the 16" - early 17" centuries. They came from the
collection of the Bohdan Khanenko, who bought them in 1890 in Rome. Both
armors were designed for riders and have many common design features.
They belong to the «Classic» type - the next phase of evolution «Maximil-
ian» and «Milan» armor-plating, including helmets, armet, protection for the
shoulders, hands, hips and feet. Both armors suits are richly decorated with
engraving, gilding etc.

The two speeches of Dr. Volodymyr Prokopenko were devoted to different
types of the saber scabbard mounts of 13™-14™ and 15*-18" centuries respec-
tively. First report was titled «Scabbard Mounts with «Shoulders» - One of the
Types Saber Scabbard Mounts of 13 - 14™ centuries». Two main types of the scab-
bard mount can be distinguished: with long, narrow shoulders and wide leaf-
shaped shoulders. The last one probably developed into the scabbard mounts
with «wings» in the late 14"~ early 15" centuries. This was the topic of the next
report, titled «Scabbard Mounts with «Wings» - One of the Types Saber Scab-
bard Mounts of the 15" - 18% centuries». Since the 15" century this type of scab-
bard mount started to spread in the Middle East, North Caucasus and East-
ern Europe. The author distinguished two main types of this type of scabbard
mounts: the early iron mounts of 15"-16" centuries and the later copper mounts
of the so-called «Chechuga» sabers of the 17""-18" centuries. Scabbard mounts
with «wings» consist of four required elements: 1) clamp which is a thin plate
flexed in the scabbard form, 2) «wings»which have a complicated form and are
placed on top of the scabbard, 3) the rivet with a loop which binds the clamp
and wings and 4)the ringbelt hanger which is inserted into the loop.

A number of important reports of the conference were devoted to the histo-
ry of cannons. The first one was dedicated to the study of the technical capaci-
ty of the Cossack Hetmanate artillery park of the first half to the middle of the
18" century which was conducted by Dr. Oleksij Sokyrko and titled «Cannon
Park of the Left Bank Ukrainian Hetman of the First Half - Middle of the 18"
centuries». The author studied the documents of General Military Chancellery
and other sources. The total number of all cannons of the artillery park of the
Cossack Hetmanate in the first half of the 18" century was about 300-400 units.
Over the years the number of cannons in the park of the General Artillery re-
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mained stable. In 1729, there were 8
cannons and 10 mortars and in 1738,
there were 12 guns and 10 mortars.
In 1760, 35 cannons and 23 mortars
were counted. Based on an inventory
of 1737-1738, the artillery park includ-
ed 274 cannons, and in 1760, there were
358 cannons.

In his presentation, titled «Two
Captured Cannons from the Starodub
Regiment Illustrated in P. J. Thelott’s
Album, the Beginning of the 18" cen-
tury», Dr. Oleh Malchenko focused on
the attribution of two guns of Starodub
Regiment depicted in the album of the
Swedish trophy artillery (autor P. J.
Thelott). The author described the mor- =
phology of barrels and discovered their vy, goghan: «The Features of Armaments

physical parameters. Dr. Oleh Mal- in Belarusian Lands of Grand Duchy of
chenko paid attention to the epigraphy Lithuania in the End of 14-15th centuries».

and heraldic elements of the owners of

guns: Starodub Colonels P. Roslavets and M. Myklashevski, the identification
of cannon manufacture and the ornamental decoration of barrels as well. The
researcher stressed the importance of studying artistic decorations on guns, es-
pecially the inventory figures for historical research of cannons.

The speech of Ms. Mariana Verkhoturova was titled «Mortars Collection in
the Lviv Historical Museum». The author presented detailed descriptions and
drawings of the 17*-century cast-iron mortar collection in Lviv Historical Mu-
seum, made comparative analysis of these military museum important piec-
es with the similar ones in European museums and considered historiography
of studing this topic in Ukraine. Ms. Mariana Verhoturova finished her report
with an examination of the origin of this mortar type in Eastern Europe and an
estimation of museum exhibits preservation.

Dr. Olena Pohodiashcha continued with her speech «The Portrayal of Cold
Steel on the Vishnevetsky and Zbarazhsky Prince Family Portraits from the
Vishnevetskiy Castle». There are 14 main portraits from the Vishnevetsky cas-
tle (Volhynian Governorate, Ukraine) in the National Museum of History of
Ukraine’s art collection.The author studied the images of cold steel on the por-
traits of nobles of Vishnevetsky and Zbarazhsky family, explaining their fea-




14 HISTORY OF ANTIQUE ARMS I RESEARCHES 2016

tures, different opinions regarding authenticity, as well as the potential use of
portraits as a historical source.

The speech of Mr. Roman Grigoriev titled «<Weapon as the Main Part of the
World Faleristic Heritage» was devoted to the topic of special historical subject
related to the history of weapons. The author analyzed the images of historical
weapons on the medals of the world.

In her speech titled «The Prize Shashka in the Collection of the National Mu-
seum of History of Ukraine», Ms. Olena Shevchenko presented a special shash-
ka which was a prize weapon for the officer of Russian Imperial army captain
Tunegov, who won fencing competitions, using two or three different types of
weapons: swords and bayonets. The author analyzed the toponymic inscrip-
tions on the blade, identified the inscription «Shaaf Sohne / St. Petersburg» en-
graved on the blade, and attributed it to the well-known Russian weapon man-
ufactures - the Shaaf family of royal armorers.

A separate part of the conference consisted of two workshops. The first one de-
voted to the traditional Persian martial arts was conducted by Dr. Manouchehr
Mostagh Khorasani, a well-known historian of weapons and the author of the most

; i 1
The second day of Conference in the National Museum of History of Ukraine.
In the foreground (left to right): Oleh Malchenko, Roman Prokhvatilo, Yury Bokhan.
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compelling to date research on the his-
tory of antique weapons from Iran. The
second seminar was dedicated to the
Renaissance art of rapier and dagger. It
was headed by Mr. Andrea Lupo Sin-
clair, the founder and technical director
of FISAS, (Federazione Italiana Scher-
ma Antica e Storica), National Didac-
tical Director for Historical Fencing for
the Italian Sport and Education Center.
Organizers offered a special free lei-
sure and educational program for the
participants and presented them the
largest state and private collections of
arms and armor in Ukraine. The par- _
ticipants had the guided tours on the  \yagimir prokopenko: «Scabbard Mounts
rich collections of National Museum  yjth Hangers — One Type of Scabbard
of History of Ukraine, National Mu- Mounts of Saber from the 13-14th centuries».
seum of Military History of Ukraine, a
private collection «The History of Sword» in Kyiv, ChernihivRegional Histor-
ical Museum and the great exhibition of the private Feldman Family Museum
in Chernihiv city, Lviv Historical Museum in the city of Lviv.

3. CONCLUSION

Demonstrating a high level of international scientific cooperation and inte-
gration, the Conference in Kyiv has significally spread it geographic coverage.
Overall, the goals of the conference were reached. This event will surely set
the foundation for a cooperation among researchers of the history of arms and
armor in private and state museums, including those inside the country and
abroad. The second event showed that the conference already became a regu-
lar event, and greatly increased the quality level by the help of the best national
and international experts. Although the conference remained Ukrainian in ori-
gin and the venue, it has already gained an international significance and con-
tinues to develop.

This book comprises papers of Second International Weaponology Confer-
ence, including authors who could not take part in the event in Kyiv personally.
The first part included articles in English, Russian and Belorussian; the second
part included scientific papers in Ukrainian. The video-report from the confer-
ence can be found at http.//zbroeznav.com/?wpbdp_listing=2confaa-2016.
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